
Themes —  Crime 

Knowledge Organiser Religious Studies 

KEY WORDS TO LEARN 

Crime—an offence punishable by 

law 

Hate crime—targeted at a person 

because of their race, religion, 

sexuality, disability or gender 

Retribution—to get your own 

back/to suffer for the crime 

Deterrence—to put people off 

committing crimes 

Reformation—to change 

someone’s behaviour for the 

better 

Prison—a secure building where 

offenders are kept for a period of 

time 

Conscience—a sense of right and 

wrong 

Order—the enforcement of rules  

Vindication—putting the law right 

KEY CONTENT  

Corporal punishment—causing 

the offender pain 

Community service—making 

them do unpaid work 

Forgiveness—showing mercy 

and pardoning someone for 

what they have done wrong 

The death penalty—a prisoner is 

put to death 

The principle of utility—right  

action is given for the most 

number of people 

Sanctity of life—life is sacred/

holy    

Restorative Justice—by meeting 

the victim of crime a person can 

lean a lesson 

Parole—released from jail under 

a series of conditions 

Research tasks 

 
1. Research the causes of crime 

2. Research Religious views on Capital      Punish-

ment 

3. Research the types of punishment 

4. Research restorative Justice 

5. Research Penal reform/charities 

 Extension tasks 

 Compare and contrast Christian/Buddhist and 

Muslim views on Capital and corporal Punish-

ment 

 Make a list of quotes to show Religious views on 

crime + punishment 

 Describe how Religious people support criminals 

to reform and show forgiveness. 


