
KEY CONTENT  
Mahayana Buddhism 
(greater vehicle) 
Theravada—
traditional 
Parinirvana day 
(death of the Buddha 
and his 
enlightenment) 
Wesak (birth/death 
and enlightenment) 
Vipassana meditation 
(insight)  
Samatha meditation 
(calmness) 
Sunyata (emptiness) 
Vihara (monasteries) 
Arhat ((perfected 
person) 
Bodhisattva 
(postpones 
Buddhahood to help 
others) 
Buddhahood—nature 
to become 
enlightened 
Dependant arising—
everything is 
connected and 
dependent on each 
other  
Nibbana—perfect 
peace 
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Practices 
Gompa = hall for worship 
Rupa = Buddhist statue 
Puja = devotional ritual 
Visualisation of the Buddha or 
Bodhisattvas 
Retreats – taking yourself away from daily 
life – reflecting in a Buddhist retreat or 
community/sangha (monastery) on the 
Buddhist teachings – using 
meditation/contemplation/in the path of 
the Buddha 
4 Sublime states – how you act towards 
yourself and others 
Sympathetic joy (happy others) 
Equanimity (stable + calm in face of 
happiness/suffering) 

  

KEY CONTENT  
Mahayana Buddhism (greater 
vehicle) – How Buddhism has 
adapted eg – Zen Buddhism/Pure 
land Buddhism 
Theravada—traditional Buddhism 
Pure Land Buddhism – a place to 
achieve enlightenment  
Parinirvana day (remembers the 
death of the Buddha and his 
enlightenment) 
Wesak ( celebrates his 
birth/death and enlightenment) 
Vipassana meditation (insight)  
Samatha meditation (calmness) 
Sunyata (emptiness) 
Vihara (monasteries) 
Arhat ((perfected person) 
Bodhisattva (postpones 
Buddhahood to help others) 
Buddhahood—nature to become 
enlightened 
Dependant arising—everything is 
connected and dependent on 
each other  
Nibbana—perfect peace 
Amitaba  Buddha – chanted in 
Japan to go to the Pure land 

KEY WORDS TO LEARN 
The 3 Jewels or 3 refuges —the 
Buddha/Dhamma/Sangha  
(Buddha/teachings/community) 
The 3 marks of existence 
Anicca (the world changes) 
Anatta (we change—no fixed self) 
Dukkha (life is suffering) 
The 4 Noble truths (cause and cure of 
suffering) 
1 suffering – dukkha has to be accepted 
2 the cause of suffering is desire/craving 
(samadaya) 
3 the end of suffering (tanha) is to live in 
the middle way 
4follow the 8 fold path to nirvana 
The 8 fold path – 3 stages 
Ethics 
Meditation 
wisdom 
The Middle way (between the extremes of 
wealth + poverty) 
The 6 perfections – generosity, morality, 
patience, energy, meditation, wisdom 
The 5 Moral Precepts  - do not harm, do 
not take what is not freely given, do not 
misuse the senses, do not use wrong 
speech, do not cloud the mind with drink 
or drugs 
The 4 sites of suffering – sickness/old 
age/death = a holy man 
Impermanence (nothing lasts) 
The 3 Poisons (greed, ignorance, hate) 
Karuna – compassion Metta - kindness 

Research tasks 
• .Research the life of the Buddha and 

all teachings in the key words in full 
• .Research different places of  

• Buddhist worship 
• 3 Research festivals—

Wesak/Parinirvana day 
4 Research Funerals 
Extension tasks 
Explore how the Buddha’s life had an 
impact on Buddhist teachings 
Create a project to explain all key terms 
and teachings 
Draw and label aids to Buddhist 
worship—eg—mandalas/mantras/shrines  



KEY WORDS TO LEARN 
Social Justice—people are    
treated fairly and equally 
Human rights— the rights to 
which all humans are entitled 
Prejudice: pre-judging someone 
Discrimination—acting on this 
judgement 
Freedom of Religious                
expression—the right to believe 
and practice the religion you 
choose 
Positive discrimination—treating 
those who have been                
discriminated against with extra 
favour    
Tolerance: accepting  
differences 
Harmony—living together in      
society 
The Universal Declaration of human 
rights – everyone is free and equal 
before the law right to 
privacy/democracy/education 
The right to freedom of Religious 
expression 
UN – promotes peace and human 
rights 
Unicef – charity supporting children’s 
rights 
Amnesty International – works for 
those with human rights abuses eg 
those unfairly in prison/tortured  
  

 
 

Extension tasks 
Compare and contrast Christian, 
Buddhist and Muslim views on the 
role of women 
 
Make a list of key teachings about 
wealth + Poverty 
 
“Religious people are not doing 
enough to help the poor” Do you 
agree? 

 

KEY CONTENT 
 Tithe—10% of wealth given 

by some Christians to the 
church 
 
Exploitation—misuse of 
power/money 
 
People trafficking—the illegal 
movement of people for forced 
labour or sexual exploitation 
 
Excessive interest on loans - 
Interest is added at an unfair 
rate increasing the debt owed 
so it is unrepayable making 
poverty worse 
 
Justice—what is fair and equal 
 
Poverty trap—how can you 
change the circumstances 
 

Stewardship — looking after 
the world for God 
 

Compassion—kindness 

 

 
 
 
 

Research tasks 
 

.Research Religious views on 
sexism/homophobia/racism 

 
. Research CAP (Christians 
against Poverty/Salvation 

Army/Fair trade/Christian aid) 
 

.Research the belief in freedom 
of Religious expression 

Themes — F 
Knowledge Organiser Religious 
Studies – Year 9 – Social Justice 

 



KEY WORDS TO LEARN 
 

Human sexuality—how people express 
themselves as sexual beings 
 
Heterosexual—relationships between 
members of the opposite sex 
 
Homosexual—relationships between 
members of the same sex 
 
Adultery—having an affair when married 
Sex before/outside marriage 
 
Contraception—methods used to prevent 
pregnancy 
 
Family planning—controlling family size  
 
Procreation—having children 
 
Gender equality—women and men are 
given the same rights as each other 
 
Sexual stereotyping—a fixed idea about 
how men and women will behave  
 
Celibacy—not having sexual relationships 
 
Chastity—living a pure life 
 
Covenant—agreement between 2 people 
 

KEY CONTENT  
Marriage—a legal union between a man 
+ woman 
 
A civil partnership- a legal union of same 
sex couples 
 
Same sex marriage—marriage   
between partners of the same sex 
 
Cohabitation—living together and having 
sexual relationships without marriage 
 
Divorce—legal ending of a     
Marriage 
 
Annulment—the catholic church rules 
the marriage never happened 
 
Nuclear family—couple + children—
extended—stepfamily  
 
Same sex parents 
 
Polygamy—more than one wife 
 
Monogamy—one wife 
 
Bigamy—offence of more than 1 wife 
 
Cohabitation – living together 
Sanctity of marriage vows – strong 
promises made in Church 
Compassion – care for divorced people 
within Religion 
Procreation – having children 
Gender equality – men and women 
share roles in the home 
Gender discrimination and prejudice – 
unfair treatment based on gender 
 

Research tasks 
 

.Research  Marriage in Church and in  
.Buddhist cultures 

.Research Religious views on homosexual  
.relationships 

. Research divorce and remarriage 
.Research  views on sex before marriage 
.Research types of contraception/family  

Extension tasks 
Compare and contrast Christian/Buddhist 
and Muslim views on contraception 
Make a list of quotes to show Religious 
views on human relationships 
/homosexuality 
Describe how Religious people marry 
Compare and contrast Christian + Buddhist 
views on sex before marriage  

Themes — A 
Knowledge Organiser 

Religious Studies – Year  9 – 
Religion and Relationships 



KEY WORDS TO LEARN 
 

War—fighting between nations 
 

Forgiveness—letting someone 
off what they have done wrong 
 

Reconciliation—restoring the 2 
sides after a conflict 
 

Peace—an absence of conflict 
 

Terrorism—the unlawful use of         
violence to achieve a political 
gain 
 

Greed—selfish desire 
 

Self-defence—to defend 
yourself or others from attack 
 

Retaliation—deliberately 
harming someone as a 
response to harming you 
 

Weapons of mass 
destruction—indiscriminate and 
kill large amounts of people 
E.g.—chemical, Biological, 
Nuclear 
 

Genocide— mass killing of an 
ethnic group 
 

Extension tasks 
 
Compare and contrast 
Christian/Buddhist and Muslim 
views on  violence and WMD’s 
“No Religious person would take 
part in war” Do you agree? 
Make a list of quotes to show 
Religious views on war and 
Pacifism  

 

Research tasks 
 

.Research the Quakers and there reasons 
for Pacifism 

.Research Caritas/red cross/Christian Aid 

.Research terrorism, Just war, Holy wars 
and WMD’s  

Themes — D 
Knowledge Organiser Religious 
Studies – Year 9 – Religion and 

Conflict 

KEY CONTENT  
Just war (learn criteria) 
 
Holy war—fighting for God/sacred sites 
 
Pacifism—belief in non-violence 
 
Helping the victims of war – 
Humanitarian response/Caritas  
/Christian Aid/Red cross 
Christian Peace fellowship 
Refugees—seek sanctuary from war in another 
country 
 
Righteous anger—when there is a good reason 
to take action e.g.—Jesus in the temple 
 
Anti-war—believe war is wrong 
 
Civil war — war between the same country 
 
Guerrilla warfare—non regular  manner of 
fighting against Government 

Recononciliation – 2 sides who were in 
disagreement come together in resolution 
and harmony eg – good Friday agreement 
in Ireland 
Violent protest – only used by Religious 
people as a last resort 
Christians should be law abiding at all times 
Nuclear deterrence – having nuclear 
weapons will deter others from attack 
Caritas – a Catholic charity which helps 
victims of war – promotes peace and justice 
world wide – helps refugees eg – works in 
Syria 2015 providing food - gave legal 
advice and translators to refugees – helps 
unite families 
CCND – Christian campaign for nuclear 
disarmament – wants a removal of nuclear 
weapons 
CND – Campaign for nuclear disarmament 
 

 


