
What and where is Asia?



Where are Asia's borders?

• The Ural mountains 
divide Europe and Asia

• The Greeks named the 
land to the east Asia, 
which literally means 
‘East’ 

• Most of Russia lies in 
Asia but most people 
live in the European 
part.

• Kazakhstan is also 
divided by Europe and 
Asia



Where are Asia's borders?

• Asia’s border with 
Oceania wriggles 
between islands. 

• New Guinea is the 
worlds second largest 
island – The western 
part belongs to 
Indonesia (Papua & 
West Papua) and the 
East Oceania (Papua 
New Guinea)



The continents by land area

Continent Millions of square km

Asia 44.6

Africa 30.1

North America 24.5

South America 17.8

Antarctica 13.2

Europe 9.9

Oceania 8.8

Task  1 

Draw a bar chart 
to compare the 
areas of the 
seven continents 

Remember!!!
1) Use a suitable and evenly spaced scale
2) Use a ruler 
3) Label both axis
4) Give the graph a suitable title 



The continents by population 

Continent Millions of 
people (2020)

% world share 

Asia 4500 (4.5 billion)

Africa 1300 (1.3 billion)

Europe 740 (0.7 billion)

North America 600 (0.6 billion)

South America 425 (0.4 billion) 

Oceania 43 (0.04 billion) 

Antarctica People only visit 

World Total 100%

Task  2 

Add up the total world 
population 

Task  3 

Work out the percentage 
share for each continent. 
(Round up or down)

Task  4 

Complete a pie chart to 
show the world share of 
population 



A mind map for Asia 

What is 
Asia like? 



Asia’s countries and regions



Sub regions of Asia 

Also known as 
The Middle East



What is Asia like physically?



Where do people in Asia live?



Describe the location of 
India



India has 28 states and seven territories, according to 
the

World Health Organisation 

Hindi is the official language of the government but 23 
other languages are officially recognised. 

Language

Some interesting background to India......



India is identified as the 
birthplace of Hinduism and 
Buddhism.

Around 80% of the population is 
Hindu; 14% Muslim; 2% 
Christian; 2% Sikh

Religion



Many Hindus are vegetarian, but 
lamb and chicken are common in 
main dishes for non-vegetarians, 
20 -40% of India's population is 
vegetarian.

Much of Indian food is eaten with 
fingers or bread used as utensils. 
There is a wide array of breads 
served with meals, including naan 
bread and chapattis. 

Food



The most well-known example of 
Indian architecture is the Taj 
Mahal, built by Mughal emperor 
Shah Jahan to honour his third 
wife, Mumtaz Mahal. It combines 
elements from Islamic, Persian, 
Ottoman Turkish and Indian 
architectural styles. India also has 
many ancient temples.

Architecture



India is well known for its film 
industry, which is often referred 
to as Bollywood. 

The films are known for their 
elaborate singing and 
dancing.

Bollywood



What is India like?
Task

Create a poster 
about India to 

introduce what the 
country is like. 

Flag

History 

Currency 

Map 

Famous people 

Famous landmarks and places

Images 

Facts and figures 
Religion 

Language  

Food  

Culture  



What do we mean 

when we say 

‘physical features’?

How can we show 

physical features 

on a map?

Are there any 

examples of 

physical 

features that 

you can give 

from this map?



Himalaya

s 

River 

Ganges & 

Brahmaput

ra

Western & 

Eastern 

Ghats

Thar

Desert

Task
Mark on the:
▪ Himalayas
▪ Thar Desert 
▪ The Western and 

Eastern Ghats



India’s major cities: 

New Delhi (12.7 

million) 

Mumbai (20.4 

million) 

Kolkata (14.8 

million)

Kolkata 

New 
Delhi 

Mumbai 

Task
Mark on :
▪ New Delhi; Mumbai 

and Kolkata 



India’s 
population

• The current population of India is 1,380,004,385 as of 
August 31st 2020 (based on United Nations estimates)

• India population is equivalent to almost 20% of 
the total world population.

• India ranks number 2 in the list of countries by 
population.

• The population density in India is 464 - per Km2

• The total land area is 3287 million Km2, it is the 
seventh largest country by land area in the world. 

• 34 % of the population is urban

• The median age in India is 29 years in 2020

http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/population-by-country/




What problems might this cause?



India’s most populated city is Mumbai, 
with 22.5 million inhabitants!



India: Environmental problems

Air Pollution 
•13 of the world’s top 20 polluted cities are in India. 
(WHO report)
•Delhi topped the list with air pollution of 153 
micrograms per cubic metre (compared with London 
16 micrograms per cubic metre).
•Air pollution reduces life expectancy by 3.2 years for 
the 660million Indians who live in cities.
•Air pollution is the fifth biggest cause of death in 
India. 



India: Environmental problems

Water Pollution 
•The number of rivers defined as ‘polluted’ in India rose 
from 121 to 275 between 2010 and 2015. 
•Main cause for river pollution is the high levels of 
sewage from cities.
•Less than one-third of sewage generated in urban areas 
is treated, the rest flows directly into rivers. 
•The Ganges and Yamuna are ranked among the world’s 
ten most polluted rivers. 
•The other causes of water pollution are industrial waste 
and agricultural runoff. 



India: Environmental problems

Desertification 
•In 2014 an Indian government report stated that 
25% of India’s land is experiencing desertification. 
•32% of Indian land is facing degradation that has 
affected its productivity. 
•68% of India is prone to drought.
•Half of India’s lakes and wetlands disappeared 
between 1911 and 2014.



India: Environmental problems

Greenhouse gases 
•India is the world’s third largest emitter of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) after China and the USA.
•Four-fifths of electricity in India is produced from coal. 
•India wants to reduce its emissions, but there are still 
400 million people in the country without access to 
electricity.
•India plans to generate more power from solar, wind 
and hydroelectric capacity in the future. 
•India plans to increase its forest cover to create an 
additional carbon sink of 2.5 – 3 billion tonnes of CO2
equivalent.



India: Environmental problems

Climate change
•In 2015 the Indian government stated that climate 
change was the biggest threat to India’s economy. 
•In 2015 India faced its driest monsoon since 2009. 
•More than 60% of Indian farming relies on 
monsoon rain.
•The increasingly rain patterns pose a threat to a 
farming sector worth US$370 billion and hundreds of 
millions of jobs. 



India: Demographic Change 
• Fertility rates have declined rapidly.. India’s total 

fertility rate was 5.2 in 1971, now down to 2.3 in 2013. 
It is just above replacement level fertility which is 2.1 
(when the population would steady based on births) 

• In 1952 India became the first developed country to 
introduce a government-backed family planning 
programme. 

• Birth rates have fallen from 45 per 1000 people in 1951 
– 1961 to 21 per 1000 people today. 

• The infant mortality rate has fallen from 129 per 1000 
live births in the 1970’s to 40 per 1000 live births today. 

• Life expectancy at birth has improved from 50 years 
between 1970 – 1975 to 68 years today. 

• In Kerala the life expectancy is as high as 75 years today 
(due to better education and health services)



India: Urbanisation

• Economic development is the major cause of 
urbanisation. 

• An increasing proportion of India’s population is 
living in urban areas (where most of the better paid 
jobs are located) 

• The country’s towns and cities are growing because 
of a combination of rural-urban migration and 
natural population increase. 

• India still remains well below the global average. 



India: Regional contrasts 

• GDP per capita varies greatly between Indian 
States.

• The mean for India is US$1627.

• Goa, the highest ranking stated is US$3276 above 
the mean, whereas Bihar the lowest ranking state is 
US$945 below the mean. 



India: Age and Gender
Gender inequality is still high, but the gap has narrowed with development. 

Education: 

• Between 2001 and 2011 the female literacy rate improved from 53.7% to 
65.5% - a higher rate of improvement than for males. 

Health 

• Research had shown that girls tend to receive less food and medical care 
than boys. 

Economic participation 

• Only one-third of working age women in India have jobs compared with 
two-thirds in Brazil. 

Political representation 

• In 2015, women accounted for only 12% of the Indian parliament.

Access to finance 

• This has risen sharply for men and women, but the gender gap remains. 



What is urbanisation?

In most countries around the 
world the percentage of 
people living in towns and 
cities is growing.  This is called 
urbanisation. Urbanisation is 
the process of people moving 
to built up areas. 

200 years ago only 5% of the 
world lived in towns and cities 
(urban areas)

Today over half the world 
(54%) live in these built up 
areas



Changes in Urbanisation 

The process of urbanisation 
in Europe and North 
America began over 200 
years ago after the industrial 
revolution (1760-1840)

Since the 1950s the rate of 
growth has  slowed in 
Europe and North America 

Now it is happening fastest 
in Asia and Africa and South 
America. 

http://www.bbc.co.
uk/learningzone/cli
ps/changes-in-
global-population-
urbanisation/514.ht
ml (1:39 clip)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/changes-in-global-population-urbanisation/514.html


Is urbanisation a good thing?
Task 

1. Try and think of 
3-5 good things 
about living in a 
city

2. Try to think of 
3-5 bad things 
about living in a 
city

Write your list in the 
back of your books



• Rural to urban 
migration. 
Generally young 
people looking for 
jobs – push and 
pull factors

• Natural increase. 
Mainly due to 
younger people 
moving to cities 
and starting 
families 

Factors that affect the rate of urbanisation



How has the rate of urbanisation 
changed?

Complete the divided bar 
graph using these figures 
for world urbanisation.  

1950 has been completed 
for you (TS to draw out)

Year Rural 
population 
(billions)

Urban 
population 
(billions)

1950 1.8 0.7

1970 2.2 1.5

2010 3.2 3.8

2030 (P) 3.2 5.0

2050 (P) 3.0 6.2



Urbanisation in Asia
The percentage of the urban population is lower in 
Asia than in other continents but it is rising fast 



Push and pull factors
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3p4b82/revision/1

Push Factors are negative 
things that make people 
want to move to a new 
area e.g war 

Pull Factors are positive 
aspects that attract 
people to move to a place 
e.g good employment 
opportunities

Push factors Pull factors

Lack of services Better services

Low employment Higher employment

Lack of safety Safe society

High crime Less crime

Crop failure Fertile land

Drought Lower risk of natural hazards

Flooding Good climate

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3p4b82/revision/1


Progress Check: Push and Pull factors

Design a: 

✓Poster /Fact sheet or 

✓Card game or

✓Your own idea?!?

to show understanding of a range of push and 
pull factors and why these contribute to a rise in 
urbanisation in LICs and NEEs



Life in the slums 
• Cities in developing countries are 

growing the fastest.  

• The people who flock to them are 
mostly young and poor looking 
for work and a better life. They 
usually end up living in slums.

• These slums are also called 
squatter settlements because the 
people who live there have no 
legal rights to the land. These 
areas of housing are made up of 
shacks that people have  built for 
themselves, using any materials 
they could find. The shacks have 
no running water or toilets. 
Sometimes these areas are also 
called shanty towns. 



Life in the slums
Over one third of the urban population in India live 
in slums and many of these are children. 

This is a description from a slum dwelling in Mumbai, India :

There are 9 of us living in 2 rooms. Luckily we have electricity but it is not always 
reliable so after 6pm it can be very dark. There is a shared water tap about 500 
meters away but there is always a long queue.  There are only 10 toilets for the 
40 000 people that live here.  It is a hole in the ground behind a bamboo screen.  
There is always a queue for the toilets too. There is rotting rubbish all around, 

most people try to move it to the side of the settlement but the children play on 
the rubbish heaps and it is dangerous.  This is where I have found work though, 
sorting through peoples rubbish to find things I can sell for recycling like plastic 

bottles. The children are not yet able to go to school but we may be able to 
afford it soon.  Life is still better than it was in the countryside and there is 

always the chance that things will start to get better soon if I can find a better 
paid job.  



Slumdog Millionaire 

This is a film by Danny 
Boyle, made in 2008.

A teenager from the slums 
of Mumbai (Jamal Malik) 
becomes a contestant on 
the show ‘Who wants to be 
a Millionaire?’  When 
interrogated under 
suspicion of cheating he 
revisits his past, revealing 
how he had all the answers.



Progress Check: Slumdog Millionaire

Slumdog Millionaire 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Thousands of people move 
from the countryside in 
India to the city looking for 
a better quality of life.  
This is known as r_______ 
to u________ migration. 
 

The city has better healthcare 
facilities than the countryside.  
In the villages there is rarely a 
health centre.  Without proper 
health care people can become 
sick and not be fit for work.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  There is a lot of traffic 
congestion in the city which  
can lead to air pollution.  
This can make people very 
ill.  
 

Images to go with your text 

Images to go with your text 
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How can life in the slums be 
improved?

• New 
housing 

• Self-help



Improving infrastructure 

✓Water

✓ Transport

✓ Electricity

✓ Sewage

✓ Rubbish 
collection 

http://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=35vA6-
M1Yog

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0Y7ORnwnKI

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35vA6-M1Yog
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0Y7ORnwnKI


Improving hygiene  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJZhS252tdM

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJZhS252tdM


Improving the slums 

Use information from:

– Notes from the Kibera clips & Kibera case study 

– Research from home 

Create a booklet to outline ways in which life 
could be improved for those  living in the slum 
dwellings of Mumbai 



A city of the future: Masdar City, UAE

Masdar City is in the desert, it is 
hot and dry.  It aims to be the 
world’s most sustainable city by:

✓Saying no to fossil fuels

✓Keeping cool through careful 
street planning

✓Be walkable!

✓Have car free streets

✓Minimise waste 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqvxdmn/revision/3

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqvxdmn/revision/3


Design a smart city!

You are working for the Indian government as 

an urban planner – a career you can do with 

a Geography degree!

You need to design a smart city – you need to 

consider: 

• Services (such as hospitals and schools)

• Transport infrastructure (such as pubic 

transport)

• Housing

• Energy

And any other factors that improve people’s 

quality of life!

Superstar challenge: Include detailed annotations, explaining how your design will improve quality of life.


