Drama Knowledge Organiser — Year 7 AUTUMN

1. Key Terms
Key Term Definition
Role play act out or perform the part of a person or

character

Collaboration

the action of working with someone to produce
something

Vocal warm up

An exercise that prepares the voice for acting

Physical warm up

An exercise that prepares the body for acting

Still image

A single, frozen moment from a piece of drama

Thought tracking

a character speaks out loud about his/her inner
thoughts

Body language

Movements by which attitudes and feelings are
communicated.

Facial expression

Communicate the feelings and thoughts of the

characters to the audience.

2. Areas of the Stage

Offstage
Right

Wing

Upstage

Stage Right Centre Stage Stage Left
Offstage
Left
Performance Area
Wing

Downstage

Apron

House Left

AUDIENCE (HOUSE) House Right

3. Tragedy and Comedy Theatre masks — design your own!

4. Subject Specific Knowledge VOICE

Key Vocal Term

Definition

Expression expression of emotions in speech sounds

Tone Quality of the voice eg. harsh or soft, angry or
happy

Projection The strength of speaking whereby the voice is
used loudly and clearly.

Clarity Secure and accurate speech so every word can
be heard by an audience

Pace The speed at which lines are delivered
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Four types of stage
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2. Status in Drama

Drama interests an audience when the STATUS of a character is
threatened or changes in the course of the drama.
Examples:
e Cinderella — poor girl becomes a princess.
e Beauty and the Beast — Big, scary character becomes
gentle and affectionate through love.
e Aladdin — Impoverished pickpocket becomes Sultan and
defeats evil wizard
e Harry Potter — Bullied boy becomes powerful wizard on his
11t birthday

CHANGING A CHARACTER'S STATUS GENERATES TENSION.

Can you think of any other examples?

3. Key Characters THE TEMPEST

Prospero The rightful duke of Milan

Miranda Prospero's daughter

Antonio Prospero's younger brother, who is now the duke
of Milan

Ariel A spirit of the air, he assists Prospero in seeking
retribution over his enemies.

Caliban The offspring of the witch Sycorax and the devil.

Ferdinand The son of the king of Naples

| Character

4. The Globe Theatre

FLAG
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HUT

INNER ABOVE
GALLERIES
MAIN STAGE
INNER BELOW
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DEVISING TECHNIQUES

BRAINSTORM STRUCTURE
e scuss o

Bullying Defined

= A Bully: a person who uses strength or power to
harm or intimidate those who are weaker

« To Bully: to use superior strength or influence to
intimidate [someone], typically to force him/her
to do what one wants

« Other terms:
. Systimlaticalllyd... inflicting physical hurt or

each that describes psychological distress
'“?c'ﬁ:{?cﬂﬁ'%ﬁ:ﬁw,;ﬂ?mumumof « Pattern of unwanted/repeated written, verbal, or
2yords (in the order they were said) to write:2 physical behavior

aracter. 5 % . .
logue for your ch « ...severe enough to create an intimidating, hostile, or
offensive environment...

IMPROVISE

Find a piece of music that represents your

theme,either lyrically or through the dynamics |

Or texture.Use the music to create a i
| sequence that shows the mony ofarc';,oavr:?t:?t 4. Create your own Anti Bully Symbol

Cinnamon J. Key, RCSWI, CPLC
August 2014

2. What is Cyberbullying?
The use of electronic communication to
bully a person, typically by sending
messages of an intimidating or
threatening nature.

3. Bullying defined Drama Knowledge Organiser — Year 8 SPRING
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Features of a
play script

2. The names of the character are in bold

6. Stage directions are in brackets, or written in italics.

the action takes place, |

Scenes are where

1 a book

=

9. Costumes are whal the aclors wear.

11. Lighting is use to highlight what is happening, or

being said on the stage. (somelimes indicate

like chapters
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STRATEGIES FOR READING
DRAMA

o
G

¢ The story is told mostly through what actors say (dialogue) and what they do

(action).

«* Use the stage directions to understand what is happening while the characters

are talking or while they are silent.

< 1. Picture the action: Stage directions will help you picture the action of a play.

s 2. Ask questions.
<+ 3. Predict what is going to happen: when reading drama, novels, novellas, short

stories and narrative nonfiction, make predictions — educated guesses

Ask questions...

What did you feel after reading the play?
What did you love about the play?

What did you dislike?

What did it make you think about?

Was it entertaining? Engaging?
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STRATE IES FOR EADING
DRAMA
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¢ The story is told mostly through what actors say (dialogue) and what they do

action).

<+ Use the stage directions to understand what is happening while the characters

are talking or while they are silent.

# 1. Picture the action: Stage directions will help you picture the action of a play

% 2. Ask questions.
¢ 3. Predict what is going to happen: when reading drama, novels, novellas, short

stories and narrative nonfiction, make predictions — educated guesses

Ask questions...

What did you feel after reading the play?
What did you love about the play?

What did you dislike?

What did it make you think about?

Was it entertaining? Engaging?
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Features of a
play seript

2. The names of the character are in bold

;
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6. Stage directions are in brackets, or written in italics.

7. Scenes are where the action takes place, like chapters

In a book

9. Costumes are whal the actors wear.

11. Lighting is use to highlight what is 'n'=;‘r"-r""_(} or
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1. Interview techniques
Win each panellist over

Positive eye contact
_ - Friendly smile
Firm handshake
‘ , Relax
Mirror actions

Sit up straight

2. What is SPONTANEOUS IMPROVISATION?

e Mum, I've smashed my phone. Again.

.72,95 (for beginners)

2.Be in the moment

3. Listen & be aware of what's
going on around you

4.Don't talk, laugh, or giggle

(because you're uncomfortable)

9. Don't critique yourself
6.Be yourself

This style of improvisation means that there LIt's OK to copy

has been no discussion or planning about 8.Make eye contact - don't be shy
what that scene may contain. The actors act o ,
and react to one another in role and ‘see what 9.Be "available” 10. Don't compare
happens’.

Effective *first lines’ for Spontaneous Improvisation
This tastes disgusting!

What were you thinking?

Congratulations!

You owe me £10.

How could you?

You know, I sometimes regret what I did...

e 6 o o o o (W
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