
Drama Knowledge Organiser – Year 7 AUTUMN 
 

1. Key Terms 

Key Term Definition 

Role play  act out or perform the part of a person or 
character 

Collaboration the action of working with someone to produce 
something 

Vocal warm up An exercise that prepares the voice for acting 

Physical warm up An exercise that prepares the body for acting 

Still image A single, frozen moment from a piece of drama 

Thought tracking a character speaks out loud about his/her inner 
thoughts 

Body language Movements by which attitudes and feelings are 
communicated. 

Facial expression Communicate the feelings and thoughts of the 
characters to the audience. 

 
2. Areas of the Stage

 
 

 
3. Tragedy and Comedy Theatre masks – design your own! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Subject Specific Knowledge  VOICE 
 

Key Vocal Term Definition 

Expression expression of emotions in speech sounds 

Tone Quality of the voice eg. harsh or soft, angry or 
happy 

Projection The strength of speaking whereby the voice is 
used loudly and clearly. 

Clarity Secure and accurate speech so every word can 
be heard by an audience 

Pace The speed at which lines are delivered 
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1. Types of Stage 
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2. Status in Drama 
 
Drama interests an audience when the STATUS of a character is 
threatened or changes in the course of the drama.   
Examples: 

• Cinderella – poor girl becomes a princess. 
• Beauty and the Beast – Big, scary character becomes 

gentle and affectionate through love. 
• Aladdin – Impoverished pickpocket becomes Sultan and 

defeats evil wizard 
• Harry Potter – Bullied boy becomes powerful wizard on his 

11th birthday 
 

CHANGING A CHARACTER’S STATUS GENERATES TENSION. 
 
Can you think of any other examples? 
 
 

3. Key Characters THE TEMPEST 
 

Character 

Prospero The rightful duke of Milan 
Miranda Prospero's daughter 
Antonio Prospero's younger brother, who is now the duke 

of Milan 
Ariel A spirit of the air, he assists Prospero in seeking 

retribution over his enemies. 
Caliban The offspring of the witch Sycorax and the devil. 
Ferdinand The son of the king of Naples 

 

 
4. The Globe Theatre 
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1. Devising Techniques 
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2. What is Cyberbullying? 

The use of electronic communication to 
bully a person, typically by sending 
messages of an intimidating or 
threatening nature. 
 
 

3. Bullying defined 

 
4. Create your own Anti Bully Symbol 
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1. Interview techniques 

 
 

2. What is SPONTANEOUS IMPROVISATION? 
 

This style of improvisation means that there 
has been no discussion or planning about 
what that scene may contain. The actors act 
and react to one another in role and ‘see what 
happens’. 
 

3. Effective ‘first lines’ for Spontaneous Improvisation 
• This tastes disgusting! 
• What were you thinking? 
• Congratulations! 
• You owe me £10. 
• How could you? 

• You know, I sometimes regret what I did… 

• Mum, I’ve smashed my phone.  Again. 

CAN YOU THINK OF ANY MORE?????? 
 

4. Improvisation techniques 
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